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Approved for use through 01/31/2008. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless tt displays a valid 0MB controt numt)er. 




Request 


Appltcdtion Number 


10/529 545-Conf #7871 


for 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 

Address to: 


Filing Date 


March 29, 2005 


First Named Inventor 


Yutaka INOUE 


Art Unit 


2881 


Mail Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 


Examiner Name 


L. S. Lovell 


P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


Attorney Docket Number 


1907-0220PUS1 



This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above*identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 
8, 1995, or to any design application. 



1 . 1 Submission required under 37 CFR 1.114 | Note: if the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and 
amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order in which they were filed unless applicant instnicts othenvise. If 

— applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such 
amehdment(s). 

a. I I Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action 
> — ' may be considered as a submission even if this box is not checlced. 

i. 1^ Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on 

ii. I I Other 

b. [~x~| Enclosed 

i. [^Amendment/Reply tii. Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 



Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) 



□ 



Other 



2. Miscellaneous 



a. Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a 

period of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(i) required) 

b. | I Other 



3. 1 Fees | The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.1 14 when the RCE is filed. 

a. .The Director is hereby authorized to charge the following fees, any underpayment of fees, or credit any 
overpayments to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 . I have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet. 

i. 0 RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(e) 

ii. Q Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1.136 and 1.17) 

iii. I [other 

b. Check In the amount of $ ; enclosed 

c. Q Payment by credit card (Form PTO-2038 enclosed) 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not tie Included on this form. Provide 
credit card infonmatlon and authorization on PTO-2038. 



SIATURE OfYAPfPUOANT, MTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED 



Signature 






Date 


January 28, 2008 


Name (Print/Type) 


Terrell C. Birch ( \ 




Registration No. 19,382 



01/29/8868 SZEUOIEi 68808655 888448 16529545 
01 FC:18ei 818.88 DA 
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Birch, Stewart. Kolasch & Birch, LLP TCB/^JW/mpe 




PTO/SB/17(10-07) 
Approved for use through 06/30/2010. 0MB 0651-0032 
:ent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Effective on 12/08/2004. 
Fees pursuant to the Consolidated Apptx^atlons Act, 2005 (H.R. 4818). 

FEE TRANSMITTAL 

For FY 2008 


'•sjjj:^ Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/529,545-Conf.#7871 


Filing Date 


March 29. 2005 


First Named Inventor 


Yutaka INOUE 


Examiner Name 


L. S. Lovell 


Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27 


Art Unit 


2881 


TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT ($) 810.00 


Attorney Docket No. 


1907-0220PUS1 



METHOD OF PAYMENT (check all that apply) 



[~| Check [~| Credit Card | | Money Order | | None | [ Other (please identify): 

I X I Depos it Account Deposit Account Number 02-2448 Deposit Account Name: Birch, Stewart. Kolasch & Birch. LLP. 



For the above-identified deposit account, the Director is hereby authorized to: (check all that apply) 
I X I Charge fee(s) indicated below | | Charge fee(s) indicated below, except for the filing fee 

E Charge any additional fee(s) or underpayments of credit any overpayments 
fee(s) under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17 ' — J 



FEE CALCULATION 



1. BASIC FILING, SEARCH, AND EXAMINATION FEES 

FILING FEES 



SEARCH FEES EXAMINATION FEES 







Small Entltv 




Small Entltv 




Small Entltv 


ADDlication Tvoe 


Fee(?) 


Fee(« 


Fee{$) 


Fee (ft 


Fee($) 


Feeff) 


Utility 


310 


155 


510 


255 


210 


105 


Design 


210 


105 


100 


50 


130 


65 


Plant 


210 


105 


310 


155 


160 


80 


Reissue 


310 


155 


510 


255 


620 


310 


Provisional 


210 


105 


0 


0 


0 


0 



Fees Paid 



2. EXCESS CLAIM FEES 
Fee Description 



Small Entitv 
Fee($) Feelll 



Fee Paid ($) 



Fee Paid ($) 



50 
210 

370 

Multiple Dependent Claims 
Fee($) Fee Paid f$> 



25 
105 
185 



Each claim over 20 (including Reissues) 
Each independent claim over 3 (including Reissues) 
Multiple dependent claims 

Total Claims Extra Claims Fee ($) 

22 -37= . X . = 

HP = highest number of total claims paid for, tf greater than 20. 

Indep. Claims Extra Claims Fee ($) 

2 -8= X = \ 

HP = highest number of independent claims paid for, If greater than 3. 

3. APPLICATION SIZE FEE 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets of paper (excluding electronically filed sequence or computer 
listings under 37 CFR 1 .52(e)), the application size fee due is $260 ($130 for small entity) for each additional 50 
sheets or fraction thereof See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s). 

Total Sheets Extra Sheets Number of each additional 50 or fraction thereof Fee ($) Fee Paid ($) 

■ - 100 = ; /50 = (round up to a whole number) x . = 

4.0THERFEE{S) 

Non-English Specification, S 1 30 fee (no small entity discount) 

Other (e.g., late filing surcharge): 1801 Request for continued examination (ROE) (see 37 . 



Fees Paid {%\ 

810.00 




SUBMITTED BY 



Signature 



Registration No. 
(Attorney/Agent) 



19.382 



Telephone (703)205-8011 



Name (Printn"ype) 



Date 



January 28, 2008 



Birch. Stewart. Kolasch & Birch. LLP 



TCB/EJW/mpe 




available Qopy 



Application Nof: 10/529,54i5 Docket No.: 1907-0220PUS1 

n b. Some or all of the documents listed on the PTO-SB08 are not enclosed because 
they were cited in the Intemational Search Report and copies should already be in the PTO file. 
If copies are needed, please contact the undersigned. 

□ C. REFERENCES PREVIOUSLY CITED OR SUBMITTED - Pursuant tO 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.98(d), consideration of information listed on the PTO-SB08 form(s) is requested since any 
patents, publications, or other information which are listed on the PTO-SB08 form(s) but for 
which copies are not enclosed Jierewith, were previously cited by or submitted to the PTO in one 
of the following applications which has been relied upon for an earher filiiig date under 35 - 
U.S.C. § 120: 

U.S. AppI. Nofs) and U.S. Filing Date 

@@@ filed @@@ 

III. CONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE 
(check at least one box) 

□ a. DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ~ Some or all of the patents, 
publications, or other information listed on the attached PTO SB08 are in the English language 
and therefore, do not require a statement of relevancy. 

^ b. DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE - A concise explanation of the 
relevance of all patents, publications, or other information Usted that is not in the English 
language is as follows: An English language Abstract as well as an English language translation 
of the Japanese Laid-Open Publication are attached. 

□ c. ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT - An English language version of the search 
report or action that indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office is attached, 
thereby satisfying the requirement for a concise explanation. See MPEP 609(III)(A)(3). 

^ d. OTHER - The following additional information is provided for the Examiner's 
consideration. English language translations of the following Japanese Laid-Open 
Publications which were submitted previously in IDS documents are attached as follows: 

2 TCB/EJW/mpe 



vailable Copy 



Application No. : 1 0/529,545 Docket No. : 1 907-0220PUS 1 

JP-07-272536 - submitted with IDS on March 29, 2005; 
JP-11-295731 - submitted with IDS on March 29, 2005; 
jP-2-107123 - submitted with IDS on October 17, 2007; 
JP-1 0-082914 - submitted with IDS on October 17, 2007; and 
JP-2002-1 16705 - submitted with IDS on October 27, 2007. 



rv. FEES (check one box) 

n a. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the filing 
of a new patent apphcation; therefore, no fee is required. 

□ b. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrent with the filing of 
a continuation-in-part, continuation, or divisional patent application; therefore, no fee is required. 

□ c. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
filing date of a national application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1)). No fee or statement is required. 
(This section is not to be used with RCE's.) 

O d. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an international application (37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(b)(2)). No fee or statement is required. 

13 e. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the filing 
of a Request for Continued Examination under § 1.114 (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(4)). No fee or 
statement is required. 

□ f This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
first Action on the merits (37 C.F.R. § 1. 97(b)(3)). No fee or statement is required. In the event 
that a first Office Action on the merits has been issued, please consider this IDS under 37 C.F.R. 
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J^vailable Copy 




Application No.: 10/529,545 Docket No.: 1907-0220PUS1 



§ 1. 97(c) and see the statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) below, or, if no statement has been 
made, charge our deposit account for the fee as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

□ g. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. § 1.113 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1)) or before the mailing 
date of aNotice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1.311 (See 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2)). 

I~l No statement; therefore, a fee as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is attached. 

or — - . 

|~| See the statement below. No fee is required. 

V. STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(e) 
(check only one box) 
The imdersigned hereby states that: 

n a. Each item of information contained in the IDS was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than 30 days prior to the filing of this IDS; or 

I I b. Each item of information contained in the IDS was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this IDS; or 

r~l c. No item of information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a 
foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person 
signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of IDS was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
IDS. 

[~l d. Some of the items of information were cited in a communication from a foreign 
Patent Office. As to this information, the undersigned states that each item of information 
contained in the IDS was first cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
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^^^jjl^vailable Copy 

* -I * 

AppUcationNo.: 10/529,545 Docket No.: 1907-0220PUS1 

counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. As to 
the remaining information, the undersigned hereby states that no item of this remaining 
information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application and, to the best of my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months 
prior to the filing of this statement. 

VI. PAYMENT OF FEES (check one box) - - 

r~l The required fee is listed on the attached Fee Transmittal. 

^ No fee is required. 

If the Examiner has any questions concerning this IDS, he/she is requested to contact the 
undersigned. If it is determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the PTO is 
requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule and charge the appropriate fee to Deposit 
Account No. 02-2448. 
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vailable Copy 



Application No.: 10/529,545 



Docket No.: 1907-0220PUS1 



If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
repUes, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for 
any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under § 1.17; particularly, extension of 
time fees. 



Dated: JanuaryJ28,_2()p8 



Respectfully submitted. 











Terrell C. Birch ( 

Registration No.: 19,38 





BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCp, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 



Attachment(s): 

lEl PTO/SB/08 

IXI Document(s) 

I I Foreign Search Report(s) 

□ Fee 

^ Other: English language translations of previously submitted documents 
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